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Northallerton Camera Club 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting Held at 7.45 p.m. On Tuesday 22nd March  2022  

At the Brompton Methodist Church 
 

 Present: Brian Coan (Publicity Officer), Dave Coates (Competitions Secretary/Webmaster), Stuart Goldie 

(Chairman), Miles Langthorne (Vice-Chairman/Programme Secretary/NYSD Rep), David Niman 
(Treasurer), Hazell Robson, John Stokes (General Secretary) and Tom Violet  
  

1.0 Apologies for Absence  
Received from Alan Graham (Exhibitions Secretary), Brian Hazeldine (‘Zoom’ Guru) and Clare 

Walker-Hansell.    
 

2.0 Minutes of the Meeting held on 19th January 2022 

The draft minutes were approved as proposed by Dave Coates and seconded by Brian Coan. 
 

3.0 Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting on 19th January 

There were no matters arising which would not be covered by subsequent items on the agenda. 
 

4.0     Correspondence                 

John Stokes said he had nothing to report that had not already been made known to members. 
   

5.0     Officers’ Reports 
    

5.1  Treasurer                 
The Treasurer’s report is attached as Appendix A and outlines the financial position at 22nd  March. 

He said that, in addition to rent for the hall, which he would check out the position on, there would 
be further ‘Zoom’ fees and judges’ expenses to pay for 2021/22. Looking ahead to 2022/23, which 
it was hoped would be a more ‘normal’ season, the Committee decided it was essential to 

recommend a higher membership subscription to the AGM of £40. It was also decided there would 
be no ‘Zoom’ meetings next season and that further enquiries should be made about the club having 

a tent at the North Yorkshire show on 11th September on a no cost basis.  (Action – David Niman/ 

Miles Langthorne)    
 

5.2     Exhibitions Secretary/Print Organiser         

The Exhibitions Secretary’s report is attached as Appendix B and gives details of the PDI entries for 
2022 and the expected arrangements for the evening. The Prints Organiser’s report is attached as 

Appendix C and gives equivalent details for print entries. The Committee decided to limit the entries 
to 4 again for next season. It was noted the exhibition at Northallerton library would run for 2 weeks 

from 5th August. It was suggested there should be a competition for viewers of the exhibition to vote 
for the prints they rated as 1st, 2nd and 3rd. (Action – Tom Violet) 
 

5.3  Competitions Secretary     
The Competition Secretary’s report is attached as Appendix D and deals mainly with the remaining 
competitions for this season and the initial implications of his standing down from the role next 

season. The Committee decided that the club would withdraw from the PAGB print club 
championships in October, unless Dave Coates could find someone to manage the selection etc 

before the NCPF AGM. (Action – Dave Coates/All)  
 

5.4  Programme Secretary  

Miles Langthorne said the new season’s programme was shaping up well. He was pleased several 
club members had offered to do shows, alongside various external speakers and a presentation by 

Canon. The programme should be largely completed by the AGM. (Action – Miles Langthorne)   
  

5.5  NYSD Matters  

Miles Langthorne said that David Niman was now Vice-Chairman of the NYSD and that the 2022 
annual competition would be held on the last Friday in November. 
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5.6    Webmaster  

The Webmaster’s report is attached as Appendix E. It was proposed by Dave Coates and seconded 
by Stuart Goldie that Paul Cayton be co-opted onto the Committee with immediate effect. It was 
agreed that Dave Coates should write to Data South, thanking them for their support with hosting the 

web site. Dave Coates said Paul Cayton had set up ‘Instagram’ for the website and was liaising with 
Alan Graham about the use of ‘Facebook’. (Action – Dave Coates/Paul Cayton/Alan Graham)   

 

5.7    Publicity   

The Publicity Officer’s report is attached as Appendix F. The Committee agreed to put the 

suggestions about ways of encouraging greater participation by members on hold until the club’s 

situation became more stabilised. Stuart Goldie circulated a poster to publicise the club, which had 

been drafted by Paul Cayton and met general approval. He also wondered if the club might consider 

sponsoring a photographic competition, which would be open to the public, and floated the idea of 

a ̀ pop-up` banner to increase the profile of the club. Action – Brian Coan/Stuart Goldie)   

 

6.0 Other Items  
 

6.1  Annual Dinner 2022 

 Stuart Goldie said Romanby golf club was not available this year, but he had looked at Allerton Court 
and the Golden Lion. The latter had good menus, but wanted to charge £100 for room hire. Allerton 
Court had reasonable menus and so he had provisionally booked it. The meal cost for 3 courses would 

be £23, but he proposed the club charged £25 to cover the cost of the speaker’s meals. A friend of 
his, who was entertaining to listen to, had agreed to be the speaker. (Action – Stuart Goldie)   

 

6.2 Club Trophies  

 Dave Coates said he felt the replacement Competitions Secretary should be involved in any decision 

about club trophies, of which there were 16 for the annual exhibitions and 32 in total. He had also 
changed his mind about whether all the trophies should continue to be used. Doing away with the 
recent trophies would disproportionately affect intermediate and club class members. As it would 

cost about £300 to engrave all the trophies and it was proposed to increase the club subscription to 
£40 for next season, members could be asked to decide what to do at the AGM. (Action – All)  

 

6.3    Summer Outings 2022  

The Committee felt that for 2022 the 4 summer outings should be either in the evening or for a half 

day. Coxwold and Masham were suggested for an evening and Hardwick Park, Jervaulx, Kiplin Hall 
or Sutton Bank for an evening. It was decided to put the matter to a vote by members at the AGM. 
The Committee also decided the summer outings competition should be included as part of the 

Photographer of the Year awards in future. (Action – All) 
 

 6.4    AGM/Committee  

  Clare Walker-Hansell had said she wished to stand down from the Committee. Whilst Dave Coates 
was standing down as Competitions Secretary, he said he would remain on the Committee if wanted. 

All other Committee members had indicated they were prepared to continue. Tom Violet said that 
Paul Newey and Pat Kearton had agreed to cover the print and DPI exhibitions respectively, but as 

yet nobody had come forward for the competitions role. It was agreed this issue would initially be 
raised as a matter of great importance at the next club meeting on 28th March. (Action – All)   

 

7.0    Items for the Next Agenda 

         Class promotions/judges panel. (Action – John Stokes)  
         

8.0    Date of Next Meeting  

         Late August 2022 (date to be decided). (Action – John Stokes/All)  

 The meeting ended at 9.55 p.m. 
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Appendix A 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

The reserves of the club since 29th May 2021 have increased from £2,985.59 to £3,177.69. Over the 

remainder of the season we still have rent to pay for the hall. Hopefully the annual dinner will pay for itself. 

 

Appendix B 

Exhibitions Secretary’s Report 
 

The annual exhibition PDIs had been sent to the judge (Malcolm Blenkey). In total there were 64 images 
submitted by 15 members, for which the breakdown was: club 9; intermediate 3; pictorial 10; record 7; 
portrait 7; action 8; monochrome 12; and nature 8. It is assumed the exhibition will be held in the church 

hall. Once the results are available, the images will be arranged in the order sent, but with the 1st, 2nd & 
3rd entries held to the end of each section. There will be a title slide at the beginning of each section and 

images will be numbered in the running order. Tom Violet will present the final show on the night.  
 

Appendix C 

Print Organiser’s Report 
 

The prints had been handed to the judge (Dave Phillips). There were 50 prints in total submitted by 13 

members, for which the breakdown was: club 2; intermediate 2; pictorial 10; record 7; portrait 4; action 9; 
monochrome 10; and nature 6. The judge’s critique of the prints will be presented on 4th April at the meeting 
in the Brompton Methodist Hall. It was disappointing to see a small number of entrants. Even for prints we 

had over 20 entrants and the expectation of receiving 80+ images. Hopefully as we return to face-to-face 
meetings, the number of entries will increase in all competitions. 

Income   Expenditure  

             £                £ 

Dinner receipts 675.00  Speakers 390.00 

Subscriptions 1257.00  Judges 45.00 

Sundries  4.46  Annual Dinner 700.00 

Calendar 653.00  Calendar 552.00 

   Web hosting and Domain 191.33 

   Zoom fees 28.80 

   Engraving  130.00 

 
 

 Insurance  223.23 

   

Affiliation & Competition 

fees 137.00 

       

 2,589.46   2,397.36 

 2,397.36   
 

Income over expenditure 192.10   
 

     
          

     
Bank balance as at 29/5/21 2,901.52  Bank balance as at 23/03/22 3,047.37 

Petty cash 84.07  Petty Cash 130.32 

 2,985.59    
Plus income over expenditure  192.10     

     

 3,177.69   3,177.69 
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Twenty years ago, most if not all colour prints were commercially processed by colour laboratories and 

processing studios around the region. Some members had their own darkrooms, developed their own films 
and printed their own monochrome images. With the introduction of digital technology, more prints are 
processed by members and there is also an increased number of monochrome prints entered. 
 

Appendix D 

Competitions Secretary’s Report 
 

The club has been through a bumpy period over the last few months due to Covid and had to revert to 
‘Zoom’ for some competitions. With pleasure and hope for future stability, the return of print sections to 

competitions and ‘in person’ meetings at the club’s premises was welcomed, even if some meetings had to 
still be held on ‘Zoom’. The following competitions have been held since the last Committee meeting: 

7th February - members’ night competition on ‘Zoom’ – ‘Reflections’ with 18 print entries from 6 members 
and 52 PDI entries from 18 members and judged by John Stokes. The results were as follow: prints - 1st 
John Webster; 2nd John Webster; 3rd Dave Coates; and PDIs - 1st Dave Coates; 2nd Paul Cayton; 3rd Sheila 

Coates; highly commended Patricia Kearton, Pauline Pentony and John Webster. 
10th February - inter-club competition with Stokesley PS at Stokesley – each club entered 15 prints and 15 

PDIs, which were judged by Stuart Skelsey from Whitley Bay PS. The results were as follow: prints -  
Northallerton 396 points, Stokesley 371 points (John Webster gained 30 points for his entry) and PDIs - 
Northallerton 390 points, Stokesley 379 points (Patricia Kearton gained 30 points for her entry). 

13th February - NCPF club championships - Northallerton was placed 1st in both the print and PDI Sections. 
In the prints Northallerton scored 249 to Gosforth’s 247 and Durham’s 236 (both John Webster and Miles 

Langthorne gained 30 points for one of their entries). In the PDIs Northallerton scored 244 to Saltburn’s 
242 and Gosforth’s 238 (both John Webster and Miles Langthorne again gained 30 points for one of their 
entries). This meant that Northallerton was automatically invited to represent the NCPF at the PAGB PDI 

club championship at Warwick on 16th July and at the PAGB print championship (the venue and date are 
to be arranged, but this is expected to be in October). 

28th February -  members’ night competition at the club premises – The Millennium trophy with 10 
members entering sets of 3 prints and 12 members entering sets of 3 PDIs.  The competition was judged by 
Jim Welsh, the President of the NCPF, from Blyth PS.  The results were as follow: prints - 1st Pauline 

Pentony; 2nd John Webster; 3rd Paul Newey; and highly commended Dave Coates; and PDIs - 1st Pauline 
Pentony; 2nd Dave Coates; 3rd John Webster; and highly commended Miles Langthorne and Trish Newey-

King. The Millennium trophy was, therefore, awarded to Pauline Pentony. 
Allowing for the Millennium trophy competition, the final results for the 2021/22 members’ night 
competitions were as follow: prints (only 2 events due to Covid) - winner of the oak plaque John Webster;   

2nd Dave Coates; 3rd Paul Newey; best intermediate member Trish Newey-King; and best club member  
Stuart Goldie; and PDIs - winner of the oak plaque Dave Coates; 2nd Sheila Coates; 3rd Miles Langthorne 

and Pauline Pentony; best intermediate member Trish Newey-King; and best club member Dee Hanson. 
The entries for the NCPF championship have been submitted by members and selection of the club’s entries 
to that competition will take place next week in time for the closing date for entries on 26 th March. 

Looking to the future, appropriate plans must now be made for a replacement Competitions Secretary. 
However, the most urgent task for the Committee follows from the results of the NCPF club championships 

in February. The club would be expected to represent the NCPF at both the PAGB PDI and print club 
championships later this year.  Due to my planning to attend the PDI event on 16th July, I am quite happy 
to support the club in the selection and presentation of our entry at that event. However, the same will not 

apply for the print event in October. The task of collecting, selecting and presenting the club’s entry at that 
event will fall to someone else, but the immediate problem is that the club’s attendance at this event must 

be confirmed as soon as possible. If the club cannot attend, the NCPF must be advised no later than the 
NCPF AGM on 3rd April, so that the third placed club can be invited to take part.   
Whilst stepping down as Competitions Secretary next season, initial preparations have been made for next 

year’s competitions schedule. The Committee had already decided to reduce the members’ night 
competitions to four and the Stokesley inter-club competition has been moved to a date before Christmas 

to even out the pressure on members and the selection panel in the new year. In liaison with the Programme 
Secretary, all the relevant competition dates have been set and the appointing of judges is underway. The 
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intention is that whoever takes over will have a complete programme in place and be given as much support 

as possible, subject to my health.  
Thanks are due to the Committee for their positive support during my 18 months as Competitions Secretary. 
Fulfilling the post has been a pleasure and, except for recent events relating to my health, my aim would 

have been to carry on for a further 3 years if the club wished. Sadly, however, that cannot now be the case. 
 

Appendix E 

Webmaster’s Report 
 

Somewhat earlier than planned, Paul Cayton has taken over as the club’s Webmaster.  During our efforts 

to relocate the club’s domain names and web hosting, the hosting with Data South was lost for some 
unknown reason. However, because Paul’s new version of the website was more or less fully operational, 

it was decided that, rather than go to the trouble of recovering the situation, we would let things stand and 
complete the handover earlier than planned. 
The Committee can also be advised that Paul has, after some consideration, decided he would like to take 

his place as Webmaster on the Committee and, therefore, it is proposed that: 

• he is immediately co-opted onto the Committee; 

• at the AGM he is nominated as the club’s Webmaster and elected formally to the Committee. 
Especial thanks are due to Paul for the manner in which he has worked to assume the post so efficiently. It 

has been a pleasure to work with him. Thanks are also due to all those who have supported me as Webmaster 
over the 21 years I have held the post. The club and its website have come a long way over that time. The 

initial site ran for 6 years, but didn’t even have pictures on it, whilst the second had photos on it including 
galleries, but was not backed by a content management system and involved a lot of programming time. It 
did last though for ten years, until what had been our current site was launched in 2017.  The club also owes 

a debt of gratitude to my son, who selflessly designed the 2nd and 3rd versions for the club.  Thanks are also 
due to “Data South”, who in 2018 took on the hosting of the site at a ‘peppercorn’ rate.  There is no doubt 

the club would have lost the site completely without their generous support . 
 

Appendix F 

Publicity Officer’s Report 
 

Since the last Committee meeting reports had been published in the D&S for every meeting plus advance 

publicity for all meetings. All competition reports had been accompanied by published images from 

competition winners and, since late February, external speakers’ images had also been included. Unusually, 

the D&S for 11th March had space for only three club reports on less than one-third of a page. However, 

the forthcoming meeting was included in the ‘Towns & Villages’ section on that date. The report for the 

28th February meeting was published on 18th March, a week later than expected. It would be helpful if the 

Programme Secretary could pass on the contact details for external speakers, so that an image could be 

requested to go with the club report.  

It is wondered if the following ideas suggested by Launceston Camera Club might encourage members to 

participate more in club activities, rather than them just turning up for meetings:  

• monthly summer outings, including some purely social; 

• practical evenings, workshops, quiz nights, visiting lecturers showing their work and giving 

encouragement and advice; 

• eight competitions annually for prints and PDIs with set subjects and monochrome, with perhaps 

judging on the night; 

• fortnightly competitions on ‘Facebook’ with the winner choosing the next subject and becoming the 

judge for that. 

One further suggestion is that, as major club competitions are won by a small number of ‘experts’, would 

it encourage more members to submit images if they could only enter either prints or PDIs and not both?  

 
   

 


