
Northallerton Camera Club

Website / Social Media

It’s pleasing to see that the website receives a regular stream of visitors. Since taking over 
the site in March we have recorded a total of 1,286 unique visitors to the site. These visitors 
recorded nearly 10,000 page views. 

Some if this traffic may have been generated through the Social Media Channels and also 
the Occasional Updates that have been sent out during the ‘close season’. Either way it is 
encouraging that there seems to be an interest both from Members and none members alike.

Website
Having initially spent a considerable amount of time building the site based on Dave’s version 
I am now able to maintain it easily on an as and when needed basis. Some initiative is needed 
to keep the ‘News’ page up to date - so far only one submission for this has been sent and 
that was regarding the PAGB Club Championships. I would therefore encourage Members to let 
me know of anything they feel would be of interest to other members. 

The Members Area is a secure area where certain content is located that may or may not 
be of interest to members. So far 17 members have registered for the site. Feedback on the 
usefulness of this members area would be welcome. In this area are club documents, minutes 
of meetings etc, as well as links to video tutorials and articles of general photographic interest.
There also a facility in there for Members to submit / upload new images for their own gallery 
on the website.

Going forward, if the Bob and Hilary as Competition Secretaries wish to explore the feature, 
we can submit competition entries (PDI’s) via the website. This feature is something that 
Stokesley PS use and they find, I am led to believe, works very well and saves them time.
Members there are encouraged to use this facility to submit, but of course people can still 
submit by email or on disk if they feel more comfortable. The facility is there if we want to use 
it in the future.

The Calendar Plug In on the site allows us to display a ‘What’s Coming Up’ option. This 
is visible on the main page once people ‘Enter’ the site and lists the next three events / 
meetings. The full Programme is available to view on the Programme Page on a month by 
month basis. Past meetings will still be available in case anyone needs to refresh themselves 
on what happened when etc. Once an event is clicked on in the Calendar it opens up a small 
window with basic details, this can then be further expanded to a full page with all the event 
details on it including links to speakers websites (if they have one), a map of the location (if it 
were an Outing for instance) and other information.

The only way that the site can be kept fully up to date with Club matters is if people submit 
that information to me. Other than that I endeavour to keep it as relevant as possible.

The Open Competition was successfully run through the website. Participants were able to 
upload their entries directly to the site and received a confirmation email back that their 
submission had been received.

Continued....



Social Media
The Club has a Facebook Page and also a Facebook Group - these are linked together and 
therefore information is shared between them. Facebook pages are predominantly public. 
They are visible to everyone on the platform. A Facebook group however can be both public 
and private, so for instance it’s possible to restrict who joins the Group. The benefit of these 
Facebook options is the ability to be able to share what’s going on to other local Facebook 
Groups such as ‘Northallerton Noticeboard’ and ‘Northallerton events and Things to do’ 
- these groups have a much larger number of subscribers, one of them has over 9,000 
members. Therefore the profile of the club has been raised somewhat over the summer.
Also linked to the above is our Instagram feed. Instagram is linked to Facebook (they are both 
owned by Meta) and there is the facility to share information ‘cross platform’ easily. We have 
gained a number of ‘followers’ on Instagram, again raising the profile of the club.
Occasional Updates
This was my own initiative, so apologies if it should have been committee approved. The aim 
was to share information with members, but also to increase awareness of the club and its 
activities to a wider audience. The bulk of the ‘mailing list’ is taken from the clubs membership 
list, however we have gained 3 new ‘subscribers’. Once the Update is published it is shared 
on the Social Media channels, again potentially reaching several thousand people in the local 
area. Until we need to move to bigger premises, due to a massive increase in members, then 
we won’t know whether any of the social media / occasional updates are having any effect!!
In the main the Occasional Updates cover a mix of club news as well as articles of general 
photographic interest, both nationally and local. There is no intention to ‘rob’ Bob and Hilary 
and Brian of their roles of informing members of up-coming Competitions etc, or having club 
information in the D & S Times. Hopefully these updates support and reinforce their roles.
Hopefully the Poster/Leaflets that have been placed around the town have helped raise 
awareness of the club too.

Joe Cornish Galleries Exhibition
As you all know we managed to secure wall space in the galleries for the month of August. Jo 
Rose, Curator of the gallery has been very helpful and supportive and I am hoping that we can 
do this annually should the club wish it.

In summary: 
The website continues, as it always has done, to be a significant calling point for potential new 
and existing members. Hopefully a Social Media presence and the building up of a mailing list 
will encourage members to attend more frequently as well as encouraging new members.

What has become apparent whilst all the above has been going on, is that maybe our potential 
target audience for new members might not be young people, but perhaps those retired, 
recently retired or finding they have more available time as their own children are older and in 
less need of their time.

Paul Cayton




